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FROM THE PASTOR__FROM THE PASTOR__    
IN EXODUS 16 WE HEAR: 

ñThe whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron 
in the wilderness.  The Israelites said to them, ñIf only we had died by the hand 
of the Lord in Egypt when we sat by the fleshpots and had our fill of bread; for 
you have brought us out into the wilderness to kill the whole assembly with 
hungerô.ò 

It is hard to tell exactly how long the people of Israel had been traveling when 
they began to complain about how hungry they were.  The exodus from Egypt 
lasted forty years.  So it could have been five weeks, five months, or five years 
since they had left.  Just a few verses before, God turned bitter water sweet so 
that the people could comfortably drink.  And just a few verses before that, in 
Chapter 15, they sang a song of praise to God for delivering them safely across 
the Red Sea.  But now they are hungryðso hungry and frightened of what lies 
ahead, that they would rather return to Egypt than face the journey ahead. 

This story may begin to sound familiar to anyone who has taken a long road trip 
with, or as, a small child.  First, there is the excitement of ñgoing somewhere.ò  
Perhaps itôs to somewhere exciting like Disney World, or to some place 
comforting like grandmaôs house.  Whatever the destination, the trip starts out as 
an exciting jouney filled with adventures yet to be had.  But as the trip wears on, 
the comforts of home gradually begin to be missedðoneôs own bed, a quiet 
space to be alone, a bathroom that you donôt have to share  with other people.  
Then comes the complaints: ñAre we there yet?ò  ñWhen will we get there?ô  ñIôm 
thirsty,ò ñIôm hungry.ò  ñIôve got to go to the bathroomðNow!ò 

No matter how exciting the destination, ANYTHING seems better than the long 
journey to get thereðeven turning back and heading for home.  So traveling 
through the wilderness isnôt all we had expected, and it can even get scary.  
Suddenly the journey doesnôt seem worth it.  Sure Disney World sounds nice, 
but the effort to get there is just too much. 

The same is true for the people of Israel.  The Promised Land sounds nice, but 
three square meals a day sounds even nicer, even if it means returning to 
slavery. 

The agonizing journey, even to a land filled with milk and honey, was just too 
much to bear. 



At this time of year, we also journey into the wilderness.  It is the beginning of 
the school year in which students journey into a time of new teachers and new 
experiences.  Parents journey into a new year in their childrenôs lives.  College 
students journey toward a life away from home and finding themselves.  And for 
the rest of us, September and fall bring a new scent and crispness to the air, 
reminding us that the slower space of summer is ending and life is again 
accelerating.  Even here in our congregation we are gearing up for ñRally Dayò 
on Sunday, September 10th, and a new church year that bring new 
opportunities for expanding what we offer to develop our relationship with God 
and with one another, and to minister to the community and the world. 

Yet, as exciting as all this newness is, it means that we are traveling in the 
wilderness.  With each new beginning we cannot begin to predict the outcome, 
just as the people of Israel crying out for food could not predict the manna from 
heaven that God would send.  So itôs especially important for each of us to 
realize that it wonôt be quite the same as any place weôve been before.  We will 
probably come across things that are unfamiliar.  We will probably feel like 
turning back to what in the past feels safe and comfortable.  But, itôs even more 
important to realize that God calls us to travel forward into the wilderness filled 
with the promise that, as people of faith, we will be provided for and the outcome 
will produce even greater rewards.  So next fall let us, as recipients of Godôs 
sustaining and nourishing gifts, reflect Godôs generosity with our own as a sign 
and seal of our faith in the One who makes all things new. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Tom 
 

A THANK YOU to all of the volunteers who helped with our  

Market Day Sale, and to those of you who placed orders.   

We had 29 customers and we raised $136.93 for our church! 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Paula Polheber 



COUNCIL MINUTES___COUNCIL MINUTES___  
August 1, 2011  

Present:  Chris Police, Tom Badtke, Deanna Anderson,  Maggie Fosdick, Pastor Tom 
Porter, Scott Popenhagen, Eileen DiMarco.  

Chris opened the meeting with a devotional reading.  Minutes of last meeting 
approved with a motion by Maggie, second by Deanna.  Financial Secretary's and 
treasurer's reports were examined.  Motion made by Tom, second by Scott to 
approve.  

 Pastor's Report:  Discussion held regarding Genoa City Days worship in the park.  
Confirmation classes will resume after school starts with 4 definite students.  There is 
a Kettlewood Retreat for Women on September 30 from 9:30 - 3:30 with Reverend 
Holly Whitcomb.  It will be held at Cedar Valley.  Bible Study will reconvene and there 
is the possibility of reviving the "hospitality" study.  There is a seminar regarding 
"Boundary Issues" offered by the Walworth County Sheriff's Department.  

Moderator's Report:  There is a recruitment rally for Crop Walk on August 27th.  The 
walk will be October 9.  The youth group may possibly head this up.  

Christian Ed:  A Sunday School letter will be going out soon.  The One Room School 
curriculum will be used again this year..  There will be a SS teacher's meeting on 
August 28 and Sunday School will begin on September 11.  A "Baking for Bibles" 
bake sale will be held during Genoa City Days to raise funds to purchase beginner 
Bibles for children entering SS.  

 Properties:  The sanctuary shade has been repaired and reinstalled.  There is a 
need to replace 6 exit signs.  Motion by Eileen, second by Deanna to purchase.  

 Women's Fellowship:  WF will meet in August to begin planning the Turkey Dinner 
which will be held on October 5.  

 Stewardship:  Monthly encourage-to-give messages will be presented by Tom.  He 
will continue to hang his reminder messages on doors.   

Nominating Committee:  We are still in need of a treasurer.  

New Business:  The church will be holding a bake sale in conjunction with the Small 
Home Business Expo on August 20th at 322 Fellows.  Thank you's to all helping with 
the BBQ pork drive-thru fund raisers.  Discussion as to instigating a birthday/
anniversary coffee hour once a month--this given over to Women's Fellowship.  
Council meeting is moved to the 2nd Monday of the month for all future meetings..  

Motion by Tom to adjourn, seconded by Maggie.  
  

Eileen DiMarco, Clerk 



 

Stewardship of Fellowship Dinner 

Stewardship is usually celebrated during the month of November.  This year we are going to celebrate 

Stewardship in October.  According to Websterôs Dictionary,   stewardship is the conducting, supervising, 

or managing of something, especially the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to 

oneôs care. 

What has God entrusted to you? 

What are the many blessings he has given you in your life? 

What has he given to you that you may give back a portion to him? 

In October we will celebrate the many aspects of stewardship.  (Time, talent, and treasure) I am looking 

for volunteers to host a ñStewardship of Fellowshipò dinner at your home.  There will be a sign-up sheet 

in the narthex at church for the month of September.  I would like to have at least four people volunteer to 

host a dinner at your home sometime in the month of October.  Write your name on the sign-up sheet 

under ñhostò.  Under ñnumber of guestsò write how many people you can comfortably seat at your table.  

For example, you can seat six at your table, and you and your spouse are two, so yu can seat four more 

people for a total of six.  Once we have the hosts then people can start writing their names in the ñGuestò 

spot on the sign-up sheet remembering not to exceed the number of guests.  The guests should be people 

the host normally would not entertain.  This dinner is meant to mix it up a bit.  Go have dinner at 

someoneôs house youôve never been to before.  The hos could theme the party (Mexican, Italian, 

German) , or maybe have a potluck, or simply have beer and pizza.  Do whatever reflects your style but 

have fun with it. 

 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

  



 

 

Financial information may be obtained by contacting 
the church office with 24-hour notice. 

  

THANK YOU to all of our bakers!  The Church bake sale  
took in $148.00 at the Home Business Expo on August 20.  

We will have another bake sale at the next Expo in October  
or November. 

 

Paula & Tammy 



Sunday School Starts . . . 
September 11th! 
Our Sunday School times are 10:30-11:45.  We will meet in the Sanctuary 
first for our Chapel time. 

Our Sunday School is a community Sunday School . . . Please invite a 
friend or neighbor. 

We look forward to seeing you on September 11th. 

In Christian Love, 

 

Tammy and Marlene 



 

CANDLE LIGHTING &   
NURSERY HELPER SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
K-12TH GRADE - 2011 

  MONTH         CANDLES             NURSERY HELPER 

   September                Hannah Torstenson       Hannah Torstenson 
     & Marcus Page 

    October          Aaron Montes de Oca       Rebecca Polheber 
             & Rebecca Polheber 

    November      Sam Williams        Sam Williams 
             Austin Popenhagen 

    December      Alec Williams        Alec Williams 
      Heather Police 

 



 

SUNDAY MINISTRIES  - 2011 

    LITURGIST     NURSERY       PIANIST/ORGANIST 

 September 4  Kevin Polheber  Paula Polheber       Sandy Williams 
 11  Tammy Popenhagen Sally Torstenson       DeAnna Anderson 
 18  Tom Badtke  Annaleis Hulina       DeAnna/Maggie 
 25  Sally Torstenson  Cheryl Bolen       DeAnna/Maggie 

 October 2  Claudia Jurewicz  Annaleis Hulina 
 9  Mark Katzenberg  Sally Torstenson 
 16  Kevin Polheber  Lorraine Holden 
 23  Eileen DiMarco  Eileen DiMarco 
 30  Chuck Schuren 

We realize in  scheduling volunteers there are sometimes complications  
and you are unable to serve your  scheduled assignment.  

In that case, you may exchange Sundays with other volunteers.  

We ask that you contact the church office ASAP  so that changes  
can be made in the Carillon and Bulletin.   

Thank you for volunteering!   

WORSHIP & MEMBERSHIP 

 

September 4 
Kevin Polheber 

October 2 
The Police Family 

 
 



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

AUGUST 
BIRTHDAYS 

  Ashley Krause, Tom Badtke 

  Joyce Hodges 

  Annaleis Hulina 

  Kenneth Police 

  Scott Popenhagen 

  Louise Ekes 

  Howard Klabunde, Charlene Dupler 
  Boone Royer 

  Ross Katzenberg, Isaac Hulina 

  Brian Fosdick 

  Ian Torstenson  

ANNIVERSARIES  
  Harold & Judy Kautz 

  Ron & Maggie Fosdick 

  Will & Annaleis Hulina 

  Katherine & Jeff  Biermann
  

  
 
 
 
 

 

Last Thurs. of the month at 7:00 pm 

_______________ 

BYKOTA 
First Wed. of the month at 1:00 pm 

_______________ 

MARY-MARTHA 
CIRCLE 

 

First Thursday of the 
month at 7:00 pm 

WOMEN’ GROUPS 
REGULAR MEETINGS        





 



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
September 2011 Newsletter - Kellene Maddox, Editor 

First Congregational                       
United Church of Christ                      
624 Park Street          
P.O. Box 425                 
Genoa City, WI 53128 
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:00 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:30 –11:45AM  

Sept. -  May 
 

 

NURSERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
(first thru third) 

Sunday @ 7:45 AM 
Sept -  May 

 

(262) 279-5547 
CHURCH  E-MAIL ADDRESS: gcucc@genevaonline.com 

Website: gcucc.com 
____________________________________ 

Items for the  next Carillon are due by 
September 15 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of this church shall be to bind together followers of Jesus Christ for the  

purpose of sharing in the worship of God and in making His will dominant in the lives of people,  
individually and collectively; especially as that will is set forth in the life,  

teachings, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
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